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Appendix H. Military Ranks and Government Civil Service 
Equivalents 

Introduction This appendix provides a comparative list of all military ranks and 
Government civil service equivalents for social protocol. 

In this 
Appendix 

This appendix contains the following information: 

 Topic See Page 

 Military Ranks and Government Civil Service Equivalents  H-3
   

H-1 



COMDTINST M16790.1G 
 
 
 
 
 

H-2 



COMDTINST M16790.1G 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Military Ranks and Government Civil Service Equivalents 

 

USCG, USN USMC, USA, USAF Civilian - GS 

Admiral General SES-4 

Vice Admiral Lieutenant General SES-3 

Rear Admiral Major General SES-2 

Rear Admiral (Lower 
Half) 

Brigadier General SES-1 

Captain Colonel GS-15 

Commander Lieutenant Colonel GS-14 

Lieutenant Commander Major GS-12/13 

Lieutenant Captain GS-11/10 

Lieutenant (junior 
grade) 

First Lieutenant GS-9/8 

Ensign Second Lieutenant GS-7 

Chief Warrant Officer Chief Warrant Officer  

Warrant Officer Warrant Officer  
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